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Bridge construction is under way along final gap of Route I-78 in Warren County 
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04 DOTers named division 
‘Employee of theYear' for '86 


Top row: Kathleen M. Albertson, Sr. Clerk Typist, Ewing; Anatolijs 
Borovskis, Sr. Engineer, Region |, Clinton; Cynthia D. Bruschi, Technical 
Assistant, Personnel, Ewing; Edwin H. Camp, Electrical Mechanic |, Region IV, 
Cherry Hill; Russell Chamberlain, Crew Supervisor, Region IV, Cherry Hill; Steve 
S. Cohen, Pr. Drafting Technician, Region |, Design; Dominick Critelli, Asst. 
Engineer, Region Il, Newark; Kevin J. Ebert, Crew Supervisor, Region Ill, Howell; 
Kelly Edwards, Principal Clerk Stenographer, Right of Way; Richard M. Eng, Pr. 
Engineer Traffic, Ewing; Joan M. Fell, Secretarial Assistant Ill, Ewing; Regina 
Fell, Head Clerk, Ewing; 

2nd row: John G. Frandsen, Supply Support Technician |, Region Ill, Howell; 
Norma Frelse, Sr. Clerk Steno, Region Ill, Design; Roosevelt Funderburg, 
Welder, Ewing; Gerald C. Hall, Supervising Engineering Aide, Region Il, Fairfield; 
Robert Haugen, Sr. Investigator Motor Carrier, Newark; Theresa C. Hatchett, 
Sr. Clerk Typist, Ewing; Jayne Karney, Secretarial Asstistant Ill, Ewing; James 
Kearney, Pr. Highway Inspector, Region il, Newark; Richard D. Kraemer, Truck 
Driver, Region Ill, Howell, Leroy B. Kuhithau, Pr. Engineer, Region IV, East 
Brunswick; Michael Law, Building Management Technician, Ewing; Erwin F. 
Lawler, Crew Supervisor, Region I, Netcong; 

3rd row: Carolyn Louk, Pr. Clerk Steno, Region Ill, Howell; Christine Luciani, Right 
of Way Negotiator Trainee; Albert Maiocchi, Project Engineer, Local Aid, District Il; 
Michael Martynenko, Pr. Engineer, Region Ill, Design; Charles L. Melillo, Area 
Supervisor, Region |, Netcong; Jose F. Messina, Crew Supervisor, Region Ill, 
Howell; Samir D. Mody, Sr. Engineer, Region IV, Mt. Laurel; Dolores E. Murphy, 
Supervisor of Records, Ewing; Elizabeth M. Peterson, Pr. Clerk Typist, Region IV, 
Cherry Hill; Thomas Podskalny, Pr. Engineer, Region IV, Design; Albert 
Porphy, Electrical Mechanic |, Region |, Stanhope; John Rainiero, Sr. Engineer, 
Ewing; Bruce K. Riegel, Pr. Engineer, Ewing; 

4th row: Arthur W. Roberts, Supervising Research Assistant, Ewing; Anthony 
Rusin, Sr. Highway Inspector, Region I, Newark; Linda A. Schilling, Pr. Clerk 
Steno, Region Il, Newark; Michael W. Seigfried, Project Engineer Electrical, 
Ewing; Wayne A. Smith, Project Engineer, Ewing; Rosanne Stamps, Secretarial 
Assistant, Ill, Ewing; Stephen D. Stanhope, Auditor |, Ewing; Richard L. Stout, 


Supervisor Federal Aid Section, Ewing; John E. Thompson, Supervisor of Materials, 
Ewing; Barbara Urbano, Pr. Clerk Typist, Ewing; Garrett Van Vliet, Pr. Highway 
Inspector, Region II, Newark; 

Bottom row: Miriam L. Weeks, Sr. Environmental Specialist, Ewing; Helen 
Whitehead, Pr. Engineering Aide, Ewing; Jill C. Wilson, Pr. Clerk Typist, Ewing; 
Daniel Yacovino, Engineer , Specifications, Ewing. 

Missing from photo: Freddie Heater, Auto Mechanic, Region I, Clinton. 

The highest ranked non-managerial achievers in the Department have been 
selected by their supervisors to receive the second annual NJDOT Employee of The 
Year divisional awards. The recipients will be given placques to commemorate the 
honor at ceremonies conducted by their division directors. 

Later this summer, ten Departmental Employees of The Year will be chosen out of 
this group. These awards will be presented by Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck. 

Under the rules, any employee may nominate someone to be an Employee of The 
Year. These recommendations are made to one's immediate supervisor. The 
supervisors pass their recomendations up through their divisional chain of command. 

To be eligible, an employee must have "far exceeded" his/her job performance 
standards for the entire calendar year. In addition to this, he/she had to satisfy one of 
the following criteria: 

= exceptional creativity 
exceptional concern for safety 
exceptional leadership skills 
enhancement of the public image of the Department 
exceptional! responsibility 
extreme devotion to duty 


In addition, to be eligible for consideration an employee must have a clean safety 
record for the past year, must meet the Commissioner's goal for sick leave reduction, 
must not have been disciplined during the past year, and be in a non-magagerial title at 
the Project Engineer level or below. 

The Departmental awards are chosen from the divisional recipients. An employee 
can only be eligible to receive the Departmental award once every five years. 


Commissioner Gluck to set up day care center for DOT tots 


Early fall of 1987 has been targeted employees is the North Princeton 
for the opening of the Department's day Development Center in Montgomery 
care center for 35 infant to pre-school Township. The childcare facility is 


children. staffed by state employees. The 


Anselmini, although the Lower Ferry Road 
facility can eventually house up to 70 
children, it was decided to accept only 
half that number the first year, beginning 


Parents of older children voiced their 
need for after school care, vacation care 
and day camp. "The center can respond 
to these needs as it grows and the 


Linda Anselmini, Special Assistant 
to Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck, 
presented the results of the 2,500 
Trenton-area DOT employee survey and 
subsequent findings on June 3 in the 
cafeteria of the Engineering and 
Operations Building to 90 respondents 
who expressed an interest in helping plan 
a center. 

"Commissioner Gluck has con- 
sidered the day care center a top priority 
for the Department ever since she came 
here,” Anselmini told the group. She 
explained that it had been decided to use 
the Massachusetts and California 
approach and set up a non-profit 
corporation with a representative Board 
of Trustees which would hire a qualified 
day care provider. 

The only other New Jersey agency 
which now has a child care center for its 


Departments of Health, Human Services 
and Law and Public Safety are in the 
midst of planning similar day care centers 
for their employees. 

Representatives from the Com- 
munication Workers of America and the 
International Federation of Professional 
and Technical Engineers also were 
present at the meeting. "The CWA 
welcomes this initiative; we are excited 
about it." union representative Jim Tarlau 
told the group at one point during the 
discussion. 

According to the proposal under 
way, the Department will secure, prepare, 
and maintain space for the day care 
center at 940 Lower Ferry Road, near the 
infirmary. The site has already received 
a courtesy life and safety inspection from 
specialists from the state Division of 
Youth and Family Services. 


parents plan," the Special Assistant said. 

Not all those who attended the 
meeting were parents. One woman 
who spoke said she was about to get 
married and start her family and wanted 
to work on planning the center so that it 
would be functioning when she needed it. 

After the discussion, Anselmini 
called for members of the group to sign 
up to work on committees which will: 

= set up the non-profit corporation 

= select a day care provider 

=» select programs 

® set up a financial plan, including 

fee scales 

™ select equipment 

»setup admissions procedures 

Of the DOTers surveyed, 338 
returned their forms. They had 117 
children under five years old and 47 
children over six years old. According to 


with the youngest age group. 

The survey results also revealed 
that 46% of the respondents had missed 
work in the past because of lack of 
adequate day care and 40% rated finding 
sick child care a moderate to major 
problem. Availability of an on-site or near 
site day care center would influence 37% 
of the respondents' decisions to stay 
with the Department. Another 29% 
commented that a convenient day care 
center would give them better access for 
emergencies and sickness and result in 
greater peace of mind and productivity on 
the job. 


For more information on the 


proposed day care center, call 
609-530-2012. 
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Operation Lifesaver proves its 
worth by preventing accidents 


Cloudy skies did not prevent the 
Fourth Annual Operation Lifesaver Day 
observance from becoming a success. 
On May 20, 1987, a special New York, 
Susquehanna and Western passenger 
train carried 150 schoolchildren, their 
escorts and _ invited guests from 
Ridgefield Park to Butler. The event was 
a full day of fun and learning. 

The day's events were also a 
reflection on how well Operation 
Lifesaver has 


benefited the 


State's adults and_ students. The 
program, according to John F. Larkin, the 
Department's Program Coordinator, is a 
public information and education program 
to help prevent accidents, injuries, and 
fatalities at  railroad-highway grade 
crossings. It is aimed at schoolchildren - 
- from preschool to high school. The 
benefits are very clear: in the past three 


years, injuries and fatalities at railroad 
crossings have decreased. 

All of the state's railroads and NJ 
TRANSIT participate in the program. 
Operation Lifesaver was developed to 
improve public awareness about the 
inherent dangers of rail crossings and to 
educate drivers about the safe operation 
of vehicles near a crossing. The program 
draws upon Department of Transportation 
resources, but funds are also provided 
by the Federal Highway Administration 
and the railroads. A wide variety of 
educational materials, including colorful 
posters, __ tiepins, pamphlets, and 
preschool coloring books have been 
distributed in large quantities. Demand 
for the coloring books, has been so 
great, according to Larkin, that the 
Department can barely keep up. 

In addition to the school program, 
the state received a $10,000 safety 
grant, which went toward the printing of 
pamphlets about railroad crossings to be 
distributed at Division of Motor Vehicle 
stations. Billboards featuring the cartoon 
characters of Wily E. Coyote and the 
Roadrunner have been installed. The 
Union Pacific railroad printed the artwork 
and Gannett Outdoor Advertising 
donated billboard space. Four billboards 
have already been installed, with six 
more to follow. 

Operation Lifesaver also makes use 
of a special educational film aimed at high 
school students. The film is 15 minutes 
long and gives the students a graphic 
and thought-provoking presentation on 
the dangers of rail crossings. Larkin 


noted that the film is currently making the 
rounds of New Jersey schools. 
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Veterans Memorial Bridge 


is dedicated in Point Pleasant 


Sunshine and smiles marked the dedication of the newly constructed Route 88 bridge 
over the Point Pleasant Canal which was dedicated to the memory of American war 
veterans on May 7. Transportation Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck, an Ocean County 
resident, said she was pleased to report that the new bridge was designed to reduce 
the openings for boats which stalled road traffic en route to the beaches by 80 percent. 
With the Commissioner are Assemblyman Robert W.Singer, Assemblyman John Paul 
Doyle and Freeholder Joseph Vicari. 
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John Larkin shows some of the posters and materials he uses to promote grade 
crossing safety in "Operation Lifesaver." 
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Region III's Joe Ertle 
feted on retirement 


Joseph W. Ertle, Regional Construct- 
ion Engineer, Region Ill, was honored 
recently by 150 friends, family and 
associates, at a retirement party held in 
New Brunswick. 

Retirement citations were presented 
to Ertle by Assistant Commissioner Jack 
Freidenrich and Charles Edson, Chief 
Engineer, Construction and Maint- 
enance, who represented Governor 
Thomas H. Kean and Commissioner 
Hazel Frank Gluck. 

The Associated General Contractors 
of New Jersey and the Transportation 
Contractors of New Jersey also made 
presentations marking their many years 
of association. 

Ertle joined the then Highway 
Department in 1948 and rose through the 
ranks, assuming his present position in 
1973. 


Joe Ertle has his golf clubs 
ready and plans to make 
heavy use of them. 


The Commissioner's Office and the Communications Office were among the last offices to vacate the old Headquarters Building prior to its restoration. Shown packing are Helen 


Giba, Secretary to the Commissioner, Gabriel Palmeri, Supervising Graphic Artist, Susan Culler, Secretarial Assistant Ill and LaShelia Mosley, college co-op. 
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Commissioner Hazel Frank 
Gluck became a proud grandmother in 
May when her daughter, Debbie, gave 
birth to an 8 Ib. 1 oz. boy, Daniel John. 
Debbie and husband, John O'Brien, live 
in Tucson, Az. 


kk 


Bertha L. Scott, Esq. has been 
named Director of DOT's Office of 
Regulatory Affairs which is located at NJ 
TRANSIT in Newark. A graduate of 
Rutgers University, she earned her J. D. 
from the Texas Southern School of Law 
and was admitted to the New Jersey Bar 
in 1981. Scott served as a Special 
Assistant County Prosecutor in Atlantic 
County. Her last post was with the 
Attorney General's Antitrust Section. 
She replaces Alvin "Rick" Little who 
resigned to join the firm of Riker, Danzig, 
Scherer, Hyland and Peretti. 
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Eugene Blasko has assumed the 
duties of Regional Construction Engineer 
in charge of the Consultant Construction 
Engineering Unit. He was a former 
project engineer in Region IV and held the 
temporary post of Assistant Chief 
Engineer, Construction and Maintenance 
before assuming his present duties. 


kee 


George Lobman has assumed 
the duties of Training Coordinator for the 
Division of Construction and Main- 
tenance. This is in addition to his 


responsibility as Coordinator of Special 
Projects. 
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Wedding bells rang out on May 16, 
for Lauren Vignola and Luke Seaman, 
a Senior Engineer in Region II, Design, 
Newark. 
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Debbie Lawler, DOT's public infor- 
mation officer, and Barbara Dyett, 
Executive Assistant to Assistant 
Commissioner Crawford, are co-starring 
in the female version of the Neil Simon 
comedy, The Odd Couple at Trenton's 


Obituary 
Walter Heery, 34, an Assistant 


Crew Supervisor in the Deptford Yard, 
died April 25 from injuries he sustained 


when the car he was driving collided with 
an oil tanker in Gloucester County. 

He is survived by his wife, Barbara, 
and two daughters, Kimberly and Tracy. 


Transporter 
NJ Department of Transportation 


Thomas H. Kean, Governor 
Hazel Frank Gluck, Commissioner 


Published monthly for employees and 
retirees of the New Jersey Department of 
Transportation by the Communications 
Office, Room 1500, 609-530-2121. 


Linda Artlip, 
Director of Communications 


Camille Sinclair, editor 

Gerald E. Guarnieri, news 
Gloria Landers and 

John Dourgarian, features 
Deborah Lawler, public information 
Randy Linthurst, sports 

Frank Bridgewater and 

Gabriel Palmieri, art 

Susan Culler and 

Jenni Jeavons, staff 

Joe Moore, Ken DeBlieu, 
Joanne Nestor and Earl Baker, 
contributing photographers 


Artists Showcase Theatre, July 11-26. 
Gerry Guarnieri of Communications is 


designing the show and Judith S. 
Parrish, Senior Ridesharing Co- 
ordinator, is the stage manager. A 


special "DOT Night” is planned for July 
NW 

Vincent Parrella, Principal Engin- 
eering Aide, Region II, was an official at 
the national finals of the Special Olym- 
pics which was held in June at William 
Paterson College. Governor Thomas H. 
Kean welcomed the contestants to New 
Jersey. Other national figures also were 
there. 

"| was asked to be a judge by 
someone who knew | had competed in 
national power lifting events myself until | 
hurt my back," he said. "It was a 
worthwhile experience. Like other 
athletes, handicapped people gain a lot in 
self-esteem when they compete.” 

Parrella judged the bench press and 
dead lift. It was, he said, the first time 
that power lifting events were included in 
the Special Olympics. 
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Cathy Nickolaisen, Director of 
the Division of Aeronautics, recently 
hosted a seminar titled "How to Assure 
the Future of Your Airport." The seminar, 
sponsored by the Division of Aeronautics 
and the National Association of State 
Aviation Officials © (NASAO), was 
attended by 35. airport owners, 
managers, and public officials in Cherry 
Hill on April 28 and 29. 


Deadline 
for the 
July-August 
Transporter 


July 24 


Send in your 


‘Good News' forms 


Recent Retirees 


Michael Yager, Crew Supervisor, Sign 
Shop, 38 years; Rose Sokolowski, 
Supervisor of Accounts, Design, 37 
years; Harold A. Sloan, Truck Driver, 
Construction and Maintenance, 22 years; 
William F. Cassady, Principal Right 
of Way Negotiator, 20 years 
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17 Support Specialists graduate 
Graduation ceremonies were held April 28 for 17 DOT secretaries who completed the 
Support Specialist Program conducted by the Department of Personnel. The graduates 
were: 

Top row: Deborah Baughman, Programming & Monitoring; Jeanne Smith, 
Engineering & Operations; Joan McMahon, Data Base Generation; Darlene Marsh, 
formerly Construction & Maintenance; Elizabeth DeMarco, Construction & 
Maintenance, Region IV; Cassandra Bowens, Construction & Maintenance, Region |; 
Susan Belko, Construction & Maintenance, Construction Engineering; Ray McNinney, 
Transportation Planning & Research; Lucy Allen, Office of Community Involvement. 

Bottom row: Patricia Bowker, Construction & Maintenance; Joan Heller, Public 
Transportation Services; Sara Summiel, Construction & Maintenance, Contract 


Administration; Judith Marrero, Construction & Maintenance, Region Il; Marie Guetzlaff, 
Transportation Services & Planning; Lorraine Stallings, Research & Demonstration; 
Carol Sterling, Comprehensive Transportation Planning; Donna Torrini, Comprehensive 
Transportation Planning. 


Photo contest winners receive awards 


12 DOTers received certificates from Commissioner Hazel Frank Gluck for submitting 
winning entries in the 1987 DOT Empkyee Photo Contest (see May Transporter). They 
are, (standing) Mike Ducar, Data Processing; Patricia Bowker, Maintenance; Nancy 
Zangrilli, Personnel; Millie Cox, Deputy Commissioner's Office; Charles Guenzel, 
Design; John S. Shikoluk, Region Il Engineering; (seated) Vera C. Rhodes, Materials; 
Larry Chestnut, Graphics and Cartography; Commissioner Gluck, Renee Coutt, 
Accident Records; and Mitchell Zajac, Region Ill Inspection. Missing from the photo 
were Marie Malloy, Legislative Affairs and Joseph Mackin, Region IV, Bridge. 


Print Shop thanks 
Equipment for help 


Lou Tondini, Supervisor of Printing 
Operations, has nothing but praise for 
the assistance he received during a 
recent crisis from two members of the 
Equipment Bureau, Welder Bill Dey and 
Crew Supervisor Fred Mason. 

While his shop was printing the 
Department's Annual Report, the press 
broke down. The manufacturer's rep- 
resentative in Kansas City did not have 
replacement motor mounts in stock, so a 
call was made to Equipment. 

"Day and Mason were able to 
fabricate and install the replacement 
parts," Tondini said, "and they had the 
presses rolling again with a minimum of 
delay.” 


Bill Dey, Welder, (kneeling) checks 
the motor mounts as Fred Mason, Crew 
Supervisor, AndrewTobias, Head 

Press Operator and Girard Mancuso Jr., 
Senior Press Operator, look on. 


If you can identify this photograph, send your answer in writing along with your name, title and unit to Transporter, Room 1500, Head- 


quarters, Trenton. Please submit your answers by July 15. We welcome good, clear photos for use in this column. 


Can you identify this Moment in History? 


Last month's photograph was of construction on I-280. It 
showed the "Second Watchung Mountain,” one of two basalt 
upsurgings in the area crossed by the highway. (There are 
actually four similar ridge formations in the area which have many 
localnames.) Ulrich Steinberg, Resident Engineer on Route I-78, 
submitted the photograph. He says that it was taken on 
September 16, 1968. 

14 DOTers correctly identified the photograph, although 
there was a bit of confusion between the first and second 
mountains. The correct replies came from: David. A. Brooks, 
Supervising Engineer, Field Survey, Region Il; Raymond 
Kropinack, Senior Right of Way Appraiser, Parsippany; Bill 
Cotter, Principal Analyst, Regulatory Affairs; Ed Kraus, 


Environmental Specialist, Bureau of Materials; Eugene Bauer, 
Crew 128, Construction and Maintenance, Clinton; Stuart 
Gerner, Principal Engineer, Design, Edison; Rich Loveless, 
Senior Engineer, District Il, Local Aid; Henry Soloway, 
Principal Engineer, Design, Newark; Jack Mansfield, Bureau 
of Geotechnical Engineering; Robert B. Kulvicki, Project 
Engineer, Bureau of Maintenance; Warren Cummings, Senior 


Geologist, Materials; Richard E. Orlousky, Senior 
Environmental Technician, Materials; Phil Currie, Principal 
Engineer, Electrical; Norbert J. Teufel Jr, Principal 


Engineer, Design, Region Ill and Phil Petrowski, Resident 
Engineer, Region Il, Construction. 
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